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Move to UCLA Hillel Campus
It’s official! As of January 1, 2006, the
Academy’s campus will be located at
The Yitzhak Rabin Hillel Center for
Jewish Life at UCLA.

    Fall 2005

Savina J. Teubal
Chair for Jewish
Women’s Studies
It is with great pride that we announce
the establishment of the Savina J.
Teubal Chair for Jewish Women’s
Studies. The Chair honors the noted
feminist scholar, prolific author and
innovator of Jewish ritual. It is being
endowed by Sarah’s Tent, the
organization co-founded by Dr. Teubal
(with Rabbi Judith Halevy) to promote
creative Jewish spirituality.
On August 28th, Sarah’s Tent held an
event honoring Dr. Teubal. The
announcement of the endowed chair
was made by Rabbi Tirzah Firestone,
widely known for her groundbreaking
work on the re-integration of the
feminine wisdom tradition within
Judaism. Remarking on the “fit”
between Dr. Teubal’s work and the
Academy, Rabbi Firestone said
“Savina collected an entire generation
of brilliant women who were waiting
on the fringe of Judaism to be
recognized, inspired, and empowered
as Jewish leaders. There is no better
place than AJR,CA—which is so
deeply committed to cultivating
feminine leadership in its student
body, board, administration and
faculty—to recognize and honor
Savina, this true leader of women.”



New Rabbinic and Cantorial Students
Seventeen new students began their rabbinic and cantorial studies at the Academy this Fall. These students, like
their predecessors, are tremendously accomplished. They include

· a bio-engineer who won the NASA Team Award and was named the Lockheed Business Woman of
the Year

· a professional screen/theater writer whose play, The Survivor, about teenagers in the Warsaw
Ghetto, was produced on Broadway

· an attorney and professor of history who has written 27 scholarly articles and won numerous
awards including a National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship

· a faculty member of the University of Southern California’s Department of Preventive Medicine
who holds a PhD in Adolescent Health and Medical Ethics

The fact that these impressive individuals have chosen the Academy to pursue their dream of becoming Jewish
spiritual leaders is a reflection of the reputation for excellence that we’ve worked so hard to achieve.

While the Academy has held just three ordinations,
our alumni are already making an impact nationwide.
Our graduates are serving as rabbis or cantors at
Congregation Beth Shalom (Sioux City, Iowa);
Congregation N’vay Shalom (Los Angeles); Makom
Ohr Shalom (Woodland Hills, CA); Makom Shalom
– The Community (Chicago, IL); Tehiya Day School
(El Cerrito, CA); Temple Beth El (Aptos, CA);
Temple Beth Israel (Pomona/Claremont, CA);
Temple Kol Ami (Scottsdale, AZ); Valley Beth Shalom
(Encino, CA); and Valley Outreach Congregation of
Las Vegas (Henderson, NV).
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New congregations established by AJR, CA alumni
include Ahavat Torah Congregation (Los Angeles);
and Nachshon Minyan (Encino, CA).  In addition,
one alumna serves as the Director of the Jewish
Community Chaplaincy Program of Jewish Family
Service of New Mexico (Albuquerque, NM).

The Academy takes tremendous pride in the
dedication and commitment that all of our graduates
bring to their positions and, most importantly, to
those they serve.

A l u m n i  M a k i n g  a n  I m p a c t

phone: 310.398.0820     email: office@ajrca.org     www.ajrca.org


